
 

                                                                                         University Neighborhood High School     

UNHS Press 

UNHS Dance 

Team Teaches Us 

‘Respect for All:’ 

A Performer’s  

Reflection 
 

Uguloy Bakhritdinova, Junior 

 

On February 17, students 

in Ms. Asch’s dance clas-

ses, including myself, performed anti-bullying skits on acceptance and 

respect for others. During the performances, I remember feeling nervous 

every single time that I had to perform. It wasn’t easy and I don’t think 

that it ever will be because going on stage or anywhere to express a cer-

tain inspiration on an aspect can be a very challenging thing to accom-

plish. Despite it all, I still went out there and gave it my best shot. The 

audience, I assume, loved it too. Even if they didn’t, they respected us 

enough to give us our time to perform because we dedicated a lot of time 

and effort to make this happen. Along with that, I may be proud and a 

little bit biased when I say that we, as a whole, gave something to the au-

dience they will never forget. 
      

With everything going on with the Muslim ban, the refugee crisis, and the 

general feeling of hate being spread, I feel like every generation should 

be reminded of what respect really is. Respect is not criticizing and not 

stereotyping. Respect should not be thrown out the window the second an 

ignorant person comes along claiming that one race or religion could be 

held responsible for all the wrongdoing in this country. Our country de-

clared that every single person here deserves the right to pursue happi-

ness--but can happiness be given if respect is lost? 

 

     All in all, respect is an important factor that should be given to every 

single person. Even if we can’t change the people or the world, we can 

always start from somewhere small; we can start with UNHS. I may 

sound over optimistic or too overbearing but this issue should matter to 

everyone. After all, giving respect can only benefit us--we have nothing 

to lose.  
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Celebrating St. Patrick’s Day 

—  What is a  

Limerick? 
 

Tyler Johnson, Junior 

 

There once was a man from Peru 

Who dreamed he was eating his shoe. 

He woke in the night,  

With a terrible fright,  

And found out that it all was quite true. 
 

 

 

 

In order to celebrate the upcoming Irish 

holiday, St. Patrick’s Day, we decided to 

look at Limericks. The poetry style is 

said to have derived from the city or 

county of Limerick in Ireland.  
 

A limerick is a humorous poem consist-

ing of five lines. The first, second, and 

fifth lines must have seven to ten sylla-

bles while rhyming and having the same 

verbal rhythm. The third and fourth lines 

only have to have five to seven syllables, 

and have to rhyme with each other and 

have the same rhythm. 
 

These humorous poems are often found 

in children's’ books. Try one out your-

self and submit it to  

UNHSPress@gmail.com for next 

month’s issue! 

 

Students perform during Respect for All Week.  

 



Community News 

Co-Location of  

Charter Middle School at 

UNHS Will Not Proceed 
 

On Wednesday, March 1st, UNHS was delivered the news 

that a DOE-affiliated charter middle school would be co-

located with us next school year. The news was a surprise to 

the staff, students, parents, and alumni at UNHS.  

Co-location is the process of joining two or more schools 

within one building. Our school has been fortunate enough to remain a one-school building for almost twenty 

years. The thought of losing our classrooms, cafeteria, dance, and gym space caused immediate concern for 

UNHS.  
 

The PTA jumped into action the following day, creating a petition on Change.org to spread the word about our 

current dilemma. In just a few short hours, the petition quickly gained 500 signatures. People from beyond New 

York, even from California, began to speak out against this move.  
 

Students, too, stood up for their school and did so in a gracious manner. Students like senior Ashley Gomez stated 

on the Change.org petition, “It is an injustice to take away from the youth’s education by cramming them and put-

ting them in a difficult environment.” Some students went as far as to say that this increase in student traffic 

would be a “safety hazard” according to senior Unitus Bright, who mentioned that this attempt of co-location has 

failed before. Students and parents submitted letters to the DOE expressing why this move would be detrimental 

to UNHS’ learning environment. 
 

We learned the news on Monday, March 6th that UNHS would remain a single-school building and there would 

be no co-location at this time for UNHS! This could not have been possible without the help from our parent coor-

dinator, Ms. Rodriguez, our PTA (especially Valarie Cruz), and our strong student community who banded to-

gether to fight for our school. Great job to everyone involved, and we are happy  to share this news with you! 

Hate Crime Rate Rises in NYC  
Kim Garcia, Sophomore 

The New York Times reported that 2016 saw a 35% increase in 

the number of hate crimes in the five boroughs compared to 2015. 

The incidents ranged from graffiti to physical violence. This 

growing hatred has spread to even our city parks, cemeteries, and 

subways.   

Fortunately, New Yorkers have taken positive actions to rise 

above hate crime. For example, passengers on an Uptown 1 train 

found their ride disturbed by graffiti on subway wall, along with a 

Nazi symbol underneath. Passengers quickly reacted, gathering 

hand sanitizer and tissues to get rid of the hateful messages.  

Gregory Locke even posted pictures on Facebook saying “Within  

two minutes, all the Nazi symbolism was gone.” Our community is just 

proving that we are going to consistently rise above the hate.  Governor 

Cuomo stated, “We do not allow intolerance or fear to divide us, because  

we know diversity is our strength and we are at our best when we stand united.” 

Photo taken of a passenger wiping away a 

swastika off a subway map with Purell and a 

tissue. 



What It’s Like to Stand Up for Respect 
Kim Lallman, Sophomore 

I am glad to say as a performer at the “Respect for All” performance, I believe that it was a complete success. I 

have to admit that it was kind of nerve-wracking because for some reason, I felt so close to the audience that they 

could touch my face! I thought my peers on the team did well in their performance, and the audience was great; it 

always helps to have a cooperative audience, especially when they are your peers. My favorite part was when eve-

ryone had to share their bullying experience; it gave us the opportunity to open up to one another. To me, it really 

brought us together in a way. So thank you, Ms. Asch and all those who were able to make this day  

possible.  

UNHS Chosen to see the Musical Hamilton  

This year’s junior class at UNHS is getting the opportunity of a lifetime,  hav-

ing been chosen to see Hamilton in May of this year!  

The opportunity came to us through the Gilder Lehrman Foundation, which 

works with the Hamilton production in teaching students the Founding Era 

through the eyes of Alexander Hamilton. This hip-hop musical has stormed the 

nation (and world— it will be playing in London in the coming months) with its 

creative rhythm and perception of the 1700s/1800s.  
 

Creator Lin Manuel Miranda, who also played Alexander Hamilton, came up with the idea for #EduHam since he 

was at one point a middle school English teacher in New York City. Miranda has always made it a point to keep 

his city roots planted in his work, and we couldn’t think of a better way to do it than to bring in NYC students to 

see the show! 
 

Students will also be participating in a Founding Era project and performance that might end up on stage at the 

Richard Rogers Theater. Catch the June issue of the UNHS Press for pictures and feedback from the trip!  

 School News  

Star from Moonlight visits UNHS College Now Class 
Kevin Chen, Senior  
 

UNHS was lucky enough to have a guest appearance from 

the critically-acclaimed film Moonlight. The film depicts 

three life-defining chapters of a young man named Chiron, 

who struggles to find his identity towards his path to man-

hood in Miami. One of its stars,  André Holland, who 

plays Kevin (Chiron’s childhood friend) came to UNHS 

for a Q&A session with the College Now Critical Think-

ing course. Students asked the aspiring actor about his role 

in the film and his path to find roles as a black actor in 

Hollywood. It was a pleasant surprise to see the film win 

the Oscar for the Best Picture of the Year in the way it did. 

Professor Harmon, from LaGuardia Community College, 

is teaching the College Now Critical Thinking course on 

the UNHS campus, and students are earning tuition-free 

college credits upon successful completion.  We would 

like to thank Professor Harmon for giving us the oppor-

tunity to meet Mr. Holland and learn about the making of 

the film. 

The College Now Critical Thinking class , led by Professor Harmon 

and Mr. Whitman ,with Moonlight star Andre Holland . 



Sports 

March Madness! Keeping up to date on College Basketball  

For basketball fans, it’s the month they thrive for… for the rest of society? Well, we’re still scratching our heads 

over what this whole month is about and why it takes up most of our TV channels. According to the website 

How Stuff Works, March Madness is “a phenomenon that grips the national sports psyche from the second week 

of March through the first week of April. March Madness is the moniker that is given to the National Collegiate 

Athletic Association (NCAA) Men's and Women's Basketball Tournaments. These tournaments determine the 

national champions of college basketball.” It’s common practice to make brackets and guess who will reach the 

final round of the NCAA championships.  

It’s not too late to make your draft or to get your friends involved in March Madness. Good luck to all the  

college teams out there! 

Panther-on-Panther Battle in the Basketball Playoffs! 

On March 1st at 5P.M., UNHS’ Panthers were up against the Robert F. Kennedy Panthers in Flushing, Queens 

for this season’s initial start to the playoffs. With UNHS at a standing of 7 wins and 7 losses, they had a taste of 

glory, but it was ultimately taken away by RFK with a final score of 67 to 48 (with RFK moving forward in the 

playoffs).  

UNHS Press and student body can confidently say that we are so proud of our Panthers for their great season 

this year, and we’re looking forward to the next! Great job to the players and coaches of the UNHS Panthers! 

Welcome Spring Sports!  
March’s unusually warm weather has us more than ready to be outside! Thankfully, the startup of our spring 

sports will make all our wishes come true. In our last issue, we discussed the start of Handball meetings and 

practices but that’s not all! Check out our list of Spring Sports beginning within the next few weeks.  

Let’s Go Panthers! 
 

Handball  
Coach: Mr . Fox  

Practice: Wednesdays  

First Game: 3/21/17 against  

Washington Irving HS (home game) 

Girl’s Softball 

Coach: Mr. Mantay 

Try-outs: 3/8/17 

First Game: 3/29/17 against Institute 

for Collaborative Education  

UNHS First Annual Fitness Olympics! 

The week before February break, as all of us were itching for our week off, we were able to channel some of that 

energy into Mr. Kornfeld’s first-ever UNHS Fitness Olympics. During lunch, each grade  participated in sport-

ing events to determine who was the best. Overall, this year’s winner was the freshman class! Congratulations to 

the 9th graders who participated in these events, and thank you to all who joined in on the fun! 

http://ncaa.org/
http://ncaa.org/
http://entertainment.howstuffworks.com/basketball.htm


Entertainment 

Women’s History Month Fun Facts!  

Did You Know...? 

 Women currently hold 17% of Congressional and Senate seats and 18% of gubernatorial positions in 

the U.S. While women are still underrepresented in political life, the current state of things is a far cry from 

a time when women weren’t even allowed to vote — a mere 90 years ago. 

 The first country to grant women the right to vote in the modern era was New Zealand in 1893 

 The earliest recorded female physician was Merit Ptah, a doctor in ancient Egypt who lived around 2700 

B.C. 

 In 1921, American novelist Edith Wharton was the first woman to receive a Pulitzer Prize for fic-

tion. She won the award for her novel The Age of Innocence, a story set in upper-class New York during the 

1870s. 

 The first woman to run for U.S. president was Victoria Woodhull, who campaigned for the office in 

1872 under the National Woman’s Suffrage Association. While women would not be granted the right to 

vote by a constitutional amendment for nearly 50 years, there were no laws prohibiting one from running for 

the chief executive position. 

Student of the Month in the Arts! 

Every issue we will highlight ONE student’s work 

from either music, art, or dance class.  

Have a nomination? Email us at                            

UNHSPress@gmail.com!  

March’s Student in the Arts is:  

Carlos Martinez!  

Junior Carlos Martinez has been chosen for the 

UNHS Press’ first Student of the Month in the Arts 

by art teacher Mr. Sossi. Below is just some of his 

work this marking period. Congrats Carlos! 

Senioritis 
By Roy Rivera 
 

Work to be done, and not a pencil in sight  

Graduation slips through my fingers  

With every word I didn't write 

Will power to do, depletes with every blink  

Like Panicking in quicksand  

Like water in a sink 

Each math problem I didn't solve is self-inflicted harm 

Hopefully that well-intentioned teacher passes me if  

I have the right excuse and that schoolboy charm 

I'd rather go to school late finishing a poem  

and watch my mother's eyes fill with pain 

For the first time she thinks I might fail 

MOM! I Want to be Great, the ink runs through my 

veins 

I simply don't care  

About school, about life, but if you ask I'll tell you it's 

unfair 

That the odds are up against me, I have no choice in the 

mix 

It's not my fault, I'm just a number in a statistic  

My mind knows I can, but my body just doesn't  

I used to think I was a good student but apparently I 

wasn't 

I want to be a perfect kid it's just... 

 

It's just difficult having a diagnosed case of senioritis  

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Age_of_Innocence
http://www.victoria-woodhull.com/


PTA Announcements  

PARENTS: Please complete the 

DOE Learning Environment 

Survey! In mid-March, you will be receiving 

the Parent Learning Environment Survey in a bright 

green envelope. It is extremely important that you 

complete this survey and submit it by March 31. 

Your feedback helps us to plan next steps for serv-

ing the needs of your child. The survey can be com-

pleted online as well. Parents who complete the sur-

vey will be entered in a raffle to win various prizes! 
 

UNHS Health Fair: On March 27th and 28th, 

UNHS will be holding a free health fair for students 

and their families from 11:00 A.M. to 2:00 P.M. 

There will be free vision and hearing screening, and 

students will be presenting projects on health issues.   
 

Future workshops: At our  Apr il 5th meeting, we 

will have a presentation by Planned Parenthood. 

Please join us for this workshop! 
 

Big Brother Big Sister Program coming to 

UNHS:  This student mentor ing program links 

members in the community to students on a one-to-

one basis. The program will begin in April. Please 

see our April issue for more information and encour-

age your child to be a part of this valuable program.  

School Leadership Team  

Update 

 

During our March 8th meeting, Ms. Collins shared 

with the group that the DOE has decided not to pursue 

the co-location of another school in our building!  We 

remain a one-school campus and are free to grow in 

size as a school.   
 

Team members were introduced to our new assistant 

principal, Roman Usatin, who will be working along-

side Ms. Collins and Ms. Powell. Mr. Usatin told us, 

“I am really happy to be here and already feel so much 

at home… Please stop by [room 502] and say ‘hi!’”  
 

Ms. Collins announced that we have been nominated 

as a “Respect for All” school, one of very few schools 

chosen throughout all five boroughs for such an honor. 

We will be awarded and recognized at an award cere-

mony on April 3rd.  We are proud of the many efforts 

we have made to make our school an inclusive, wel-

coming environment for all.  
 

UFT representative Mr. Lotosky shared that our water 

will be tested again for lead to ensure that our drinking 

water is safe. He thanked all SLT and PTA members, 

especially Valerie Cruz, for all their efforts in protest-

ing the co-location.   
 

Student Jared Reyes reported that the Student Govern-

ment’s last fundraiser made $250; the committee sold 

roses, candy, and stuffed animals for Valentine’s Day. 

Events to celebrate Women’s History Month in March  

include weekly movies featuring strong women as 

well as a student essay contest on a favorite female 

role model. Please see the calendar on the back page 

for movie details.  
 

The group discussed the upcoming parent-teacher con-

ferences on March 23rd and 24th as well as parent 

School Environment Survey distribution during and 

after the conferences. Parents are strongly encouraged 

to complete this survey! Students whose parents com-

plete the survey will be entered into a raffle for prizes.  
 

The group reviewed the many trips available to our 

students in the coming months. Please see the calendar 

on the last page  for these events and more! 

Have a question or recommendation for the 

PTA? Email ptaunhs@gmail.com! 

Parent News 

SENIORS: The fourth installment of 

your senior dues of $40 is due March 6th. The last 

payment of $50 will be due on April 6th.  If you paid 

up to date you will receive your unique password to 

view and order your photos.  

 

PARENT-TEACHER 

CONFERENCES 

MARCH 23-24  
Parent-teacher conferences will be held on Thurs-

day, March 23rd from 4:30 to 7:30 P.M. and Friday, 

March 24th from 12:30 to 2:30 P.M. Please meet 

your child’s teachers to discuss their progress and 

learn about instruction. We very much look forward 

to seeing you!   

mailto:ptaunhs@gmail.com


Monthly Horoscopes 
Aquarius (Jan.21-Feb.19):Follow your  passion, and look for  the oppor tunity that comes your  way. 

Pisces (Feb.20-Mar. 19):Get loose with your  fr iends if your  work star t to make you feel stress. Take time to relax if the 

workload start getting to you. 

Aries (Mar.20-April 19):Now is the time to be bold to try new things outside your comfor t zone. If you need to take ac-

tions into your hands that makes people respond to you positively. 

Taurus (April 20- May 21):Keep str iving for  your future, but don’t be afraid to ask others for  help. Always remember  

your friends, family, and teachers are there for you. 

Gemini (May 22- Jun. 21): Sometimes it a good idea to take a break from work. Take the time to listen to others and 

enjoy your time with friends. 

Cancer (Jun.22- July  22): Don’t worry too much about making money. Just take your  time to relax and consider  your  

option. 

Leo (July 23- Aug.22):Remember  the people who are impor tant to you, so you can be able to deepen your relations 

with them. 

Virgo (Aug. 23- Sept. 22): You are intelligent yet don’t  be worried from leaving your comfort zone, so you can succeed in 

life. 

Libra (Sept. 23- Oct. 22):Take advantage of the opportunity that comes to you and take the time to think for  yourself 

and future. 

Scorpio (Oct. 23- Nov. 22): Turn your  imagination dreams into reality that can help you achieve your  accomplishment. 

Sagittarius (Nov. 23- Dec. 21): Seize the moment that can shape your  future. Don’t leave it for  later  that you might 

come to regret later. 

Capricorn (Dec. 22- Jan. 20):  Don’t rush for  think about your  career  and future. Just take your  time carefully, cau-

Want more UNHS swag? 

Get custom Panthers gear at the official 

UNHS online spirit store! Purchase hoodies, 

hats, bags, T-shirts, sweats, and more!  Visit: 

www.unhsgear.com.   

Fun Page 

Please see next page for our calendar of upcom-

ing events.  

Sudoku Puzzle 

The objective is to fill a 9×9 grid with digits so that each column, each 
row, and each of the nine 3×3 sub-grids that compose the grid contains 

all of the digits from 1 to 9. The puzzle setter provides a partially 



PLANNING AHEAD 

 

UNHS CALENDAR OF EVENTS: MARCH 2017 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
   1 2 3 

Career exploration trip to 

Deloitte offices at 30 

Rockefeller Center  

4 

5 6 7 

Senior assembly,  

8:15 A.M.  

8 

Trip to Broadway show 

Jitney 

 

SLT meeting, 4-5:00 P.M. 

PTA meeting, 5-6:30 P.M. 

9 

Film screening in library: 

Mulan, 2:45 P.M.   

10 

Flamenco Dance Festival 

trip; 12th grade trip to 

documentary I A m Not 

Your Negro 

11 

Trip to Paul Taylor 

Dance Company, 

1:00 P.M. 

Daymond John’s 

Success workshop  

12 13 14 15 

End of 4th marking period 
 

Trip to “Today’s Girl,  

Tomorrow’s Woman” work-

shop 

 

16 

Film screening in library: 

Selena, 2:45 P.M.   

17   St. Patrick’s Day 
 

Theater class at Abrons 

Arts Center, 2:45-4:15 

18 

19 20 21 

Film screening in library: 

Brave, 2:45 P.M.   

22 23 

Parent-Teacher  

Evening, 4:30-7:30 P.M. 

Incentive trip to Brooklyn 

Nets’ Sports Career Day  

and Nets game (for 

students with most im-

provement in the 4th 

marking period) 

24 

Parent-Teacher  

Afternoon, 12:30-2:30 

P.M.  

Theater class at Abrons 

Arts Center, 2:45-4:15 

 

 

25 

26 27 

UNHS Health Fair, 

11:00 A.M.-2:00 P.M.  

 

Trip to City College, 

12:30 P.M. (15 inter-

ested juniors) 

28 

UNHS Health Fair, 11:00 

A.M.-2:00 P.M.  

29 

Trip to Barnard College, 

10:30 A.M. (interested 

9th/10th grade girls) 

30 

Film screening in library: 

Hidden Figures, 2:45 

P.M.   

31 

Career exploration trip to 

Deloitte offices at 30 

Rockefeller Center  

Theater class at Abrons 

Arts Center, 2:45-4:15 

 

AFTER-SCHOOL 

ACTIVITIES 

  Tutoring, Band, Weight 

Training, Cooking 

Tutoring, Dance, School 

Student Government, School 

Newsletter, Art, School 

Website 

  

Tutoring, Dance, Band, 

Computer Games, 

Weight Training, Soccer 

  

Tutoring, Flag Football, 

School Newsletter, 

Deloitte, Computer Club, 

LGBTQ, Art 

  

 

 

APRIL 
 

April 5: PSAT/SAT day for  10th and 11th 
grades; 9th grade trip to Medieval Times; 12th 

grade city boat cruise; SLT meeting, 4-5:00 

P.M.; PTA meeting, 5-6:30 P.M.  
 

April 7: Hands are for Holding workshop[ 
 

April 10-18: Spring recess (school closed) 
 

April 23: Dance students perform at 9/11 

Community Day and 5K 
 

April 27:  Trip to SUNY Farmingdale, 8:30 

A.M.-2:30 P.M. (50 interested juniors) 
 

April 28: End of 5th marking per iod 
 

April 7, 14, and 21:  Theater  class at Abrons 

Arts Center, 2:45-4:15 
 

April 21: College fair  

 

 

MAY 
 

May 1: 10th grade trip to Washington, D.C.: Stu-
dents must arrive by 6:30 A.M.  
 

May 3:  Family Night, 4-7:00 P.M.  

 

May 6: Baruch Open House tr ip for  interested 
10th/11th grade students 
 

May 10:  SLT meeting, 4-5:00 P.M.; PTA meet-
ing, 5-6:30 P.M.  

 

May 12: Manhattan College,  9:30-1:30, 35 juniors  
 

May 24: 11th grade tr ip to Broadway show 
Hamilton 
 

May 29: Memor ial Day (school closed) 
 

 
               
 

JUNE 
 

June 7: Senior  prom  
 

June 8:  Chancellor ’s Conference Day (no stu-
dents in attendance); Six Flags incentive trip for 

students with 90% attendance and passing all classes 
 

June 12: End of 6th mar king period; UNHS Field 
Day 
 

June 13-22: Regents exams 
 

June 23: Regents rating day (no students in at-

tendance) 
 

June 26: Eid al-Fitr (school closed) 
 

June 27: Graduation ceremony at NYU 
 

June 28: Last day of school for  students 
 


